
 
 
 

2008-09 COMMONWEALTH SPEAKERS 
ORGANIZED BY TITLE 

 
 
100 Years of Dance in American Society 
Jef Savage and Nancy Walker 
 
Alive to the Call: Women and History in 
Northeastern Pennsylvania 
Josephine Dunn  
 
All Shoulders to the One Wheel: Northeastern 
Pennsylvania Women’s Clubs, c. 1910 
Josephine Dunn  
 
All Stories Are True and Some Have Actually 
Happened 
Kelly Armor  
 
America’s Game and the Culture of a Nation 
Richard Pawling  
 
Andy Warhol: The Artist and His Critics 
Debra Miller  
 
The Arab-Israeli Conflict in American Films 
Amiram Amitai 
 
Art Imitating Life 
Carlyn Aquiline  
 
Arts in the Progressive Era Temperance Battle 
John Lawlor  
 
B. Franklin, Printer of Philadelphia 
George Boudreau  
 
Barbarians at the Prison Gate: Riots, Rebellion 
and Penal Reform in Pennsylvania 
John McWilliams 
 
Based on the Book: Best-Seller Cinema 
Bill Wine 
 
The Battle of Bushy Run 
David Miller  
 
 

Benjamin Franklin: Scientist, Humanist 
Richard Rosen  
 
Black Knights and Dead Parrots: Monty Python 
and Philosophy 
Gary Hardcastle 
 
The Black Soldier in the Civil War 
Joseph Becton  
 
The Book 
Christine Goldbeck 
 
Born of Fire: Songs of Steel and Industry 
Paula Purnell  
 
The Boys in Blue 
Richard Sauers  
 
Brazilian Music and Jazz 
Flavio Chamis  
 
Can Science and Religion Be Reconciled? 
Craig Eisendrath 
 
Caribbean Social Dances 
Tania Isaac 
 
Civil War Era Music 
Thomas Jolin 
  
Community, Sprawl and Taxes 
Walter Greason  
 
The Crisis in Book Reviewing 
Carlin Romano  
 
The Delaware Indian Ordeal During the French 
and Indian War 
Daniel Barr  
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Did You Feed My Turkey? Play Parties, 
Rhythms and Rhymes from the African 
American Community 
Linda Goss  
 
Dining with William Penn 
Susan McLellan Plaisted  
 
Discovering Architectural Clues to Your 
Community’s Past 
Bryan Van Sweden  
 
Drawn to the Northern Climes: Arctic 
Exploration and the Delaware Valley 
Rob Lukens  
 
E Pluribus Unum: Race, Power and Wealth 
Walter Greason  
 
Early Pennsylvanians and the Rise of the Fine 
Arts 
George Boudreau  
 
The Ethics of Book Reviewing: The More Things 
Change… 
Carlin Romano  
 
Everyone’s a Critic 
Bill Wine  
 
The Fabric of Daily Life: Pennsylvania German 
Textile Traditions 
Candace Kintzer Perry  
 
The Faces of the Civil War 
Paul Douglas Newman  
 
Family Storytelling: Bringing the Family 
Together Through Story 
Jan Kinney  
 
Finding Ancestral Devils in the Details 
James Beidler  
 
Floral and Garden Imagery in Pennsylvania 
German Decorative Arts 
Candace Kintzer Perry  
 
Folk Music Is Family Music 
Kelly Armor  
 
The Forbes Expedition and the French and 
Indian War 
Alan Irvine  
 

The Forgotten Franklin: Pennsylvania’s 
Premier Printer and Journalist 
Walter Fox  
 
The Franco-American Connection: Film and 
Culture 
Todd Reeser  
 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt and the Paradox of 
Leadership 
Roger Lane  
 
The French and Indian War in Pennsylvania 
David Miller  
 
A Frog Watcher’s Guide to the Philosophy of 
Science 
Mac Given 
 
From Earth Day to Global Warming: A Modern 
Environmental History of Pennsylvania 
Paul Rosier  
 
From the Golden Plough to the Golden Arches 
Melinda Higgins Crawford 
 
From Nature Study to Environmental Literacy: 
Rachel Carson as Teacher 
Vivienne Shaffer  
 
From Page to Stage 
Carlyn Aquiline  
 
From Rabble to Revolution: Tales of Protest 
and Dissent 
Alan Irvine  
 
From Richard Allen to Cecil B. Moore: Stories of 
Freedom and Hope 
Denise Valentine  
 
Frontage Matters: A Critical Walk Around Your 
Town 
Sandy Sorlien 
 
Germany to Pennsylvania: 18th Century 
Odyssey 
James Beidler  
 
Growing Yesterday’s Garden: Heirloom Seeds 
and Pennsylvania German Tradition 
Irwin Richman  
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Heroes, Spies and Villains on the Underground 
Railroad 
Nilgun Anadolu-Okur 
 
His Story/My Story/Our Story 
Denise Valentine  
 
How the Circus Helped Folks During the Great 
Depression 
Benjamin Sota  
 
In the Lineage: A Recent History of Dance 
Lisa Kraus  
 
The Indians of Pennsylvania 
Marshall Joseph Becker  
 
Iron Clads, Elevated Railroads and Portland 
Cement: The Genius of Jose de Navarro 
Martha Capwell Fox  
 
Is There an “Ism” in Pennsylvania 
Impressionism? 
Brian Peterson  
 
It’s Storytelling Time! A Journey Through the 
African American Storytelling Tradition 
Linda Goss  
 
Jefferson’s Daughters 
Catherine Kerrison  
 
Jennie Wade’s Bad Reputation 
Judith Giesberg  
 
John Coltrane and Miles Davis: Two Musical 
Approaches 
Steve Rowland  
 
John Coltrane, Religion and the Philadelphia 
Scene 
Steve Rowland  
 
Keeping Control: Gifford Pinchot, State Stores 
and Liquor in Pennsylvania 
David Schell  
 
The Keystone of Liberty? Pennsylvania’s 
American Revolution 
Paul Douglas Newman  
 
 
Lafayette in Pennsylvania 
William Pencak  
 

Lenape Foodways 
Susan McLellan Plaisted  
 
Lenape Lifeways 
Carla and Allan Messinger  
 
The Lincoln Highway in Pennsylvania 
Melinda Higgins Crawford 
 
Lincoln and the Widow Bixby 
Judith Giesberg  
 
Martha Graham: Pennsylvania’s Unsung 
Revolutionary 
Joyce Henry  
 
May I Have the Pleasure of this Dance? 
Jef Savage and Nancy Walker  
 
Meet General Meade, Victor of the Battle of 
Gettysburg 
Anthony Waskie 
 
Men of Color: Race, Riots and Black 
Firefighters’ Struggle for Equality  
John McWilliams  
 
The Meteor: The Rise and Fall of Mario Lanza 
Moylan Mills  
 
Mining for Truth: Coal Culture 
Christine Goldbeck  
 
Missing Pages: The Neglected Literature of the 
Alleghenies 
PJ Piccirillo  
 
The Music, Dance and Instruments of the 
Pennsylvania Germans 
Keith Brintzenhoff  
 
My Own Backyard or Yours! Poetry to Create a 
Sense of Place 
Sandee Gertz Umbach  
 
No English Spoken Here: The Pennsylvania 
German Groundhog Lodges 
William Donner  
 
The Novel as Teacher: 18th Century Southern 
Women Learn to Write 
Catherine Kerrison  
 
Nuclear Disarmament and Outer Space Policy 
Craig Eisendrath  
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Old Buildings for Young People 
Daniel Holland  
 
Painting the Susquehanna, Pennsylvania’s 
River of Dreams 
Irwin Richman  
 
Palace of Culture: The Meaning of Andrew 
Carnegie’s Library and Museums 
Robert Jay Gangewere  
 
Patriots in Love: Courtship, Marriage and the 
American Revolution 
John Fea  
 
Pennsylvania German Rifleman on the Frontier 
and in the Revolution 
David Valuska  
 
Pennsylvania Jews in the Era of the American 
Revolution 
William Pencak 
 
Pennsylvania Mountain Voices 
Bruce Young 
 
Pennsylvania’s Musical Heritage in Song 
Randi Marrazzo  
 
Pennsylvania’s Post Office Art of the New Deal 
David Lembeck 
 
Pennsylvania’s Vanished Industries in Post 
Office Art 
David Lembeck 
 
Philadelphia and the Civil War 
Anthony Waskie 
 
The Poetic Landscapes of William Langson 
Lathrop 
Brian Peterson  
 
Prisoners, Victims and their Families: A 
Creative Response Towards Healing 
Teya Sepinuck 
 
 
Pennsylvania’s Pioneers of Pollution Control 
Vagel Keller, Jr.  
 
Ragtime Jazz and Stride Blues 
Bradley Litwin  
 
 

Reading Pennsylvania Poets on Pennsylvania 
Jeanne Murray Walker  
 
Re-Imagining Mary Magdalene: Female Disciple, 
Witness and Icon 
Anne McGuire  
 
Reminiscing with a Pennsylvania Officer About 
the Civil War 
David Valuska  
 
Researching Your Pennsylvania Civil War 
Ancestor 
Richard Sauers  
 
The Revolutionary War Burial Ground in 
Bethlehem 
Mark Shaffer 
 
The Rhythms and Rhymes of American Folk 
Music 
Ed McDade 
 
The Role of Women in Native Society: Then and 
Now 
Carla and Allan Messinger  
 
Secret Symbols in African Textiles and African 
American Quilts 
Cassandra Stancil Gunkel  
 
Seeing Your History Through the 21st Century 
Valerie Metzler  
 
Sevdalinka: A Musical Tour of Bosnia 
Mensura Berberovic  
 
Sex, Sports and Schooling: Growing Up in the 
Year 1900 
Roger Lane  
 
Shakespeare’s World, Women and Significant 
Others 
Laura Korach Howell  
 
Silk Weaver for the World 
Martha Capwell Fox  
 
 
Singin’ on the Rails 
Ed McDade  
 
Songs of the Labor Movement 
Bruce Young  
 



 5
The Souls of Black Baseball: Barnstorming the 
Keystone State 
Bob Allen 
 
Stories of Famous Escapes from 
Pennsylvania’s Underground Railroad 
Nilgun Anadolu-Okur 
 
Stormy Path: My Sudden Journey from 
Photographer to Urban Planner 
Sandy Sorlien  
 
The Story of Wampum 
Marshall Joseph Becker  
 
The Supreme Court: In Times of Crisis 
Robert Langran  
 
The Supreme Court: Its History and Procedures 
Robert Langran  
 
Travelin’ on the Main Line Canal 
Jan Kinney  
 
Ukrainian Immigration to the Coal Region of 
Northeastern Pennsylvania 
Paula Duda Holoviak:  
 
The Underground Railroad in Quilts? 
Cassandra Stancil Gunkel 
  
Was America Founded as a Christian Nation? 
John Fea  
 
What’s So American About Musical Theater? 
Warren Hoffman  
 
What’s So Funny? The Biology, Psychology 
and Philosophy of Humor 
Gary Hardcastle  
 
A World on Fire: George Washington’s Military 
Career in Pennsylvania 
Daniel Barr  
 
Writing a Blues Song 
Bradley Litwin 
 
 
Writing From Your Own Experience 
Lori Jakiela 
 
Writing in Place 
Lori Jakiela  
 

Writing a Poem 
Jeanne Murray Walker  
 
Yiddish Poetry in America 
Warren Hoffman  
 


